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CHAPTER

13

The Board of Commissioners for National Education was
appointed in 1831. Their powers were based on a set of instructions
drawn up by the Chief Secretary Stanley and were referred to as
“The Stanley Letters”. Under the Board of Commissioners, if a
local community provided a site, assistance would be granted
usually at two thirds of the cost, towards building a
non–denominational school. English was to be the sole medium of
education. Teachers were not allowed to teach religion but the
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local clergy could attend each week to give catechetical instruction.
The local community was allowed to nominate a Manager. This
was nearly always the local parish priest, so the schools that were
supposed to be non–denominational, quickly became Catholic
schools.
Records show that in 1835 at least three hedge schools
existed in Clontuskert. Schools such as these were to be found
throughout the country where local or travelling teachers
organised classes in their own homes or in a variety of other
buildings. Clontuskert hedge school under Mr. Michael Dermody
was in receipt of a payment of between 1s and 2s 6d per quarter,
where reading, writing and arithmetic were taught to forty-one
pupils. In Gannavinney (Ganaveen) hedge school, Mr. Pat Kenny,
received a similar payment and taught reading, writing, arithmetic,
grammar, bookkeeping and Roman Catholic religious instruction
to thirty-eight pupils. This school had only been established five
months but was already in decline. There was another hedge
school recorded in Liskelly where Mr. Michael Joyce taught
reading, writing and arithmetic to thirty pupils. This school had
been seven months in existence but was also in decline. Glanlahane
(Glenloughaun) Day School, which followed the instruction
system of the London Hibernian Society, was probably the first
school to be set up in the building at the entrance to St. Matthew’s
Church. This building had been erected by Lord Clancarty in 1819.
Mr. Thomas McNamara taught ninety-nine pupils but the numbers
were in decline. The school received allowances from the London
Hibernian Society as well as £6 from Lord Clancarty and £4 from
the rector. Mr. Edward Perry who died in 1850, and Mr. Philip
Stack who died in 1873, are both buried in Glenloughaun
graveyard, and are believed to have been teachers in this school.
No further records for this school exist. However, records exist
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from the 1830s for Catholic education. These are to be found in the
National Archives, in school roll books, in local publications and for
the later years, in school records and in contributions from former
pupils.
On the 19th November 1835, the Commissioners received
an application from Rev. Thomas Cahalan for grant aid to build a
school at Crossconnell, Clontuskert. The application was
supported, as required, by two Protestants and three Catholics.
The estimated cost of the proposed school was £277 5s. 6d. James
McDermott Esq. of Ramore, Killimor, was to grant a lease on the
site for three lives and the proposed Trustees were to be the Rev.
Dr. Coen and Mr. William Kelly. However, when the lease was
signed on January 1st 1836, it was for 999 years and the Trustees
were Mr. William Kelly of Kellysgrove House and Mr. Patrick
Blake of Gortnamona.
Work on the building of the school began in late 1835 and
in the spring of 1836 a visiting inspector reported that the walls
were now built and the first instalment of the grant, £100, was paid
on July 28th 1836. That year, Rev. Thomas Cahalan was succeeded
as Manager by Rev. M. Jennings. The building was further
inspected in May 1836 and it was noted that it had been roofed and
slated but in other respects the work had not advanced. A further
inspection on December 19th 1836 noted that the interior was not
completely finished. Finally on 17th October 1837 an inspector
reported that the structure was completed, but as yet there was
neither furniture nor a teacher in the school.
In total, the Board of Commissioners paid a grant of £161
15s. 6d. and a local contribution of £82 5s. 6d. was raised. Then in
1843, a ‘fitting up’ grant of £18 was paid and a local contribution of
£9 2s. 0d. was raised. The total expenditure for the school was £271
3s. 0d.
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Old School on
ringfort site

It is claimed locally that the school was built where a
thatched church or chapel once stood, hence the name
“Chapelpark”. However, it would appear from the lease details and
inspectors’ reports on the building progress that the school was
built on a new site, the original church or chapel having been
demolished when the new Catholic church was built in 1829. An
unusual feature of the site was that the buildings were erected on a
ring fort, half of which can still be seen.

The school was located in Chapelpark but as the original
location mentioned by Rev. Thomas Calahan in his application of
November 19th 1835 was Crossconnell, the school was registered
with the Commissioners of Education as ‘Crossconnell School’. It
was known as such until 1852 when an inspector reported the
inscription on the outside of the school house as ‘Clontuskirt’ (spelt
thus) and the name was changed accordingly on September 21st
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1852. Despite the inspector’s report, the name plaque on the gableend of the teacher’s residence reads ‘Clontouskert National School
1833’.

Name Plaque
on Old School
wall

Crossconnell school began life as a mixed school on 1st July
1839 with the appointment of Mr. John Rowan by Rev. P. Walsh.
Books for fifty pupils were granted at this time. In 1840 there were
thirteen boys and fifteen girls enrolled. Many people were
suspicious of the new education system and continued to send their
children to hedge schools. However support for the new school
grew quickly. Mr. Rowan had to wait until 1st December 1840 to
receive his first salary which amounted to £10, covering a period of
fifteen months (July 1839 to September 1840). His salary for 1841
came to £8, and this rose to £12 in 1842. Meanwhile the numbers
enrolled began to grow. In 1842 there were one hundred and thirty
pupils on roll, although the actual attendance was much lower. Mr.
Rowan’s wife, Mary, was appointed to the school in 1842. At this
stage the school was divided into a Boys’ and Girls’ School. The
Boys’ School was still officially known as Crossconnell School
while the Girls’ School was registered as ‘Clontuskert Female
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Stile near
Old School

School’. A salary of £13, a grant of £4 for
requisites, and books for seventy-five
pupils were provided for the Female
School. Both schools began to flourish. In
July 1853 there were sixty-eight girls on roll
but the attendance was only twenty-five.
In October 1856 the Commissioners
wrote to the Manager as follows:
‘Withdrawn salary from John Rowan from
30th December 1856, being now
incapacitated by age for efficient discharge
for duty but one and a half year’s salary
according to present class allowed should
he retire quietly from the service of the
Board and give up all claims on the school
premises’. A similar directive was received
at the same time regarding Mary Rowan and so both retired on
New Year’s Eve 1856 and vacated the teacher’s residence. It is not
known where they moved to or what became of them afterwards.
John Rowan was replaced by Michael O’Neill and Mary
Rowan was replaced by Margaret O’ Neill on July 1st 1857. The
Female School seemed to be in decline at this point and a report in
1858 states that the Book Stock was inadequate. While the records
do not give any reason for the decline, it should be noted that this
was in the immediate aftermath of the Great Famine which may
have taken its toll on the local population, due to emigration.
When Margaret O’Neill left at the end of September 1858 the
Female School was ‘suspended, grants withheld and the free stock
be distributed by inspector among the schools in his District – most
in need of them’. The school remained suspended until April 1866
and the girls attended the Boys’ School.

280

13. Education in Clontuskert

02/09/2009

00:05

Page 281

Education in Clontusker t

Michael O’Neill left the Boys’ School also at the end of
September 1858 and a Mr. William Kelly was accepted on trial and
became teacher of a mixed school - boys and girls - and Clontuskert
School remained a one-teacher school until he left in 1866. The
school seemed to be falling into disrepair and in 1857 the house and
premises needed to be generally repaired although it is not known
if this was carried out. In 1859 the Manager requested that the
chimney shaft should be raised in order to remove smoke. In the
following year the records indicated what needed to be done –
‘repair of roof, smoke at present coming into schoolroom from
teacher’s apartments to be prevented – grate for fireplace to be
provided – whitewash’.
It is interesting to note that on the 12th November 1860 the
Manager was informed that 'Commissioners require that desks and
forms removed from school shall at once be returned. Should this
not be done salary will be withdrawn’. There is no indication as to
where the desks and forms disappeared, but by April 1861 it was
noted that ‘Furniture previously removed from school are restored
to it’.
At the end of 1864 the Manager, Rev. Malachy Green,
submitted an application for a workmistress to teach dressmaking,
shirtmaking, embroidery, knitting and plain sewing. An inspector
reported that there was only one teacher, Mr. William Kelly,
teaching both boys and girls. The enrolment at the time of his visit
was seventy-four boys and fifty girls but there were only thirty boys
and twenty-seven girls in attendance. This low figure, Mr. Kelly
felt, might be due to severe frost. A salary of £8 per annum was
granted and the work mistress would be required to attend for two
hours per day, Monday to Friday, and take the girls in the now
vacant girls’ classroom.
Margaret Kelly, age thirty was appointed to the position.
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She had two references, the first from Mrs. Jane Jones as follows:
Chapel Park,
Ballinasloe.
December 1864
Having M. Kelly employed on several occasions I can certify to
her capabilities of giving entire satisfaction as dressmaker in its
various branches.
Jane Jones

The second was from Mrs. Margaret Barrett:
Margaret Barrett,
Clontuskert.
Dec 2nd 1864.
I have known Margaret Kelly for the last six years during which
time she has done a considerable quantity of excellent needlework
for me. I can strongly recommend her, as a fit and competent
person to give instruction.
Margaret Barrett

According to the records, Mr. William Kelly stayed until
March 23rd 1866. Two other teachers are recorded as having spent
some time teaching in the Boys’ School. It is not known if they
were extra teachers appointed or substitute teachers. Mr. John
Riordan, from County Clare, taught from 27th February 1865 to
31st March 1866. At one stage he was admonished by the inspector
for neglecting to use the Religious Instruction Tablet and for
neglect of rules.
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Mr. Riordan was replaced by Mr. Pat Ruane. He also ran
into difficulties with the inspector and was ‘cautioned as to
observance of rule, suspension of grants threatened’. Mr. Ruane
left on 15th May 1866. At this point there may have been a difficulty
in finding a replacement as on 30th May 1866 the Manager was
informed that ‘the Commissioners will sanction the appointment of
a female teacher, allowing six months to Manager in order to
provide a qualified male teacher’. There is no record of a female, or
any other teacher, being appointed until November. Meanwhile
the female School was removed from the suspended list and grants
were restored from 4th April. A grant of a Special Free Stock was
approved on the usual conditions.
Mr. Michael Parker, from the lower Old Road in
Chapelpark, was appointed to the Boys’ School in November 1866.
Later in June 1869 his wife Marie was appointed to the Ladies’
School and so once again two separate schools operated in the one
building. It was also the start of a mini–dynasty that lasted until Mr.
Paddy Parker retired in 1932. Local sources indicate that Marie
Parker (nee Coughlan) may have been teaching in the school prior
to her marriage and subsequent appointment as Principal and that
Michael Parker was a monitor in the school but no records exist to
authenticate this.
For the next three decades Michael and Marie Parker served
the community as best they could under difficult circumstances.
The teacher’s residence was very basic and the school itself
appeared to have been in pretty bad shape. The numbers on the
rolls were growing but attendance was very poor, affected by the
seasonal demands of farm work. The teachers had the assistance of
monitors. These were pupils who stayed on after finishing their
education to train as teachers under the guidance of the Principal,
and if successful in an exam at the end of a five year training period,
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were admitted to train as teachers. The Connacht Tribune of the 30th
August 1884 reported that ‘at a recent exam held for teachers in
Ballinasloe on July last, Mr. Michael Colohan, monitor in
Clontuskert N.S. obtained 1st division of third class and his teacher,
Mr. Parker, has been awarded a gratuity of £3 for his instruction.
Mrs. Parker has also been awarded a gratuity for the superior
answering of her monitress, Miss Bridget McGuinness upon 2nd
class examination papers’.
In 1889 the Manager was informed that ‘Mr. Parker will be
admitted to July exam as a candidate for promotion’. This may
refer to Michael Parker’s son, Patrick J. (Paddy) who served his
time as monitor in the school and later became Principal. That
same year, in October, the Manager was informed that ‘if Miss D.
Parker, on the completion of her five years course as monitor
obtain a satisfactory certificate, she will be eligible (under rule 151)
for appointment as teacher but that the Commissioners have no
power to recognise her in that capacity sooner’. Earlier, in 1880,
Rev. Mulkern was informed that the claims of Mr. W. Kelly, who
had been a monitor in the school, to classification (as teacher) could
not be considered as his answering was wholly insufficient.
Like all teachers at the time, the Parkers would have
suffered at the hands of an over-officious and overbearing
inspectorate who seemed to delight in reprimanding teachers. In
1867 Mr. Parker was admonished for smoking in the classroom and
in 1871 for un-punctual of attendance. An inspector reported on
April 25th 1894 as follows: ‘Timetable neglected, front page of
Report Book not filled in, Account Books damaged by being stuffed
with papers and forms. School room untidy: ages of pupils
frequently omitted from rolls. The out-offices require thorough
repair and cleaning. They are at present unfit for use. Michael
Parker cautioned on above defects. Out-offices to be repaired.’ Mrs.
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Parker was not spared by the inspectors either and was
reprimanded occasionally for unpunctuality and carelessness in
keeping accounts.
Even though the school was now thirty years in operation,
it is amazing to find evidence that ‘hedge schools’ still existed and
that some parents, because of a distrust of state education,
preferred to send their children to those schools. In March 1868, a
letter from the Manager was received by The Board of Education
inquiring whether ‘he is at liberty to refuse to receive for some
months, children who, having left his school to attend a
neighbouring hedge school, present themselves for readmission.’
The reply he got was that ‘as Manager of the school he is at full
liberty to make such rules as appear to him necessary to secure
regularity. The custom to which he refers must have interfered
very materially with the progress of the children. The
Commissioners see no reason to object to the course which he has
adopted in order to check it’.
Some attempts were made to repair the school during this
time. The grant applied for in 1859 was finally allocated in 1867, the
amount being £12 on condition that the local community put up a
further £6. In 1869, Rev. M. Greene applied to the Commissioners
for repairs to the residence and having the school grounds
enclosed. The following year he was granted £9 (on expenditure of
£13 10s. 0d.) to construct a ceiling. The enclosing of the school
grounds did not go ahead.
In 1877, the new Manager Rev. T. A. Mulkern, who had
been appointed in 1875, replying to enquiries from the
Commissioners as to who was the executor of the last surviving
Trustees, stated that ‘W. Kelly and P. Blake, original Trustees, died
in 1854. Blake’s heir is dead and the present heir is a minor. The
Kelly family is extinct and the property has passed into the hands of
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Lord Clancarty’. In a further query in June 1879 Rev. T. Mulkern
was asked who represented the last surviving Trustees and the
following year he was requested to submit the names of two
persons to act as Trustees. The new Trustees appointed were Most
Rev. Patrick Duggan and Rev. Thomas Mulkern by deed of
appointment dated June 30th 1881.
On August 12th 1884, the Manager was given a copy of the
inspector’s remarks in reference to the right of passage over a stile
by which the teacher could go from the front to the rear of the
school house, but which had lately been taken possession of by the
farmer of the adjoining land. The Manager was sent the dimensions
of the ground as set forth in the lease, and his observations were
requested. There is no record of how the problem was solved.
Religion was not supposed to be taught by the teachers but
it appears that the Parkers ignored this. The record shows that on
31st March 1883, ‘the Manager was informed that children having
R.C. catechism in their lesson books is contrary to Rule 80 – Boys’
School also’.
Conditions in the school appeared to be still fairly bad
because on the 12th January 1887, the Manager’s attention was
directed to ‘defects in furniture, want of clock and maps, and bad
window frames’. There is no record of any improvements carried
out at this time.
Mrs. Marie Parker retired in 1890 after twenty-years of
service. She was succeeded by Miss Mary Naughton from
Ballymacward. She was twenty-seven years of age and stayed as a
boarder with Catherine Dermody, a widow living in Gortnahorna.
She later acquired Mrs. Dermody’s property and built a new house.
Mr. Michael Parker died in 1895 and was replaced by his
son, Patrick J. (Paddy) who had previously served as a monitor in
the school and was teaching in Eyrecourt Boys’ School at the time.
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It is not clear if he was appointed as
Principal in the early years because
an entry in the records shows that he
was promoted to Principal on 20th
June 1905. In December 1901, the
Manager was contacted regarding
‘the advisability of the teacher (P.
Parker) undergoing a course of
training suggested to the Manager’.
Mary Naughton in the adjoining
Girls’ School may have been acting
Principal of both schools, as the records show that she was
promoted to Principal of the Girls’ School on 20th June 1905 also.
There seems to have been an interest on the part of the
Manager Fr. Mulkern, to improve the school around this time. An
application was made to the Commissioners in April 1894 for a
grant to provide new latrines and enclosing walls. Some confusion
arose over the ownership of part of the site at the back of the
school. The gardens at the rear and front of the school were being
used by the teacher, apparently as vegetable gardens. An estimate
of £88 3s.0d. was arrived at for the erection of latrines and an
enclosing wall to replace the earthen mounds, stone and wire
fencing around the school grounds. A grant of £55 15s.5d. was
approved, with a local contribution of £29 7s.8d.. It appears that Fr.
Mulkern was away due to illness during this time as his letter of
22nd June 1896 to the Commissioners suggests.
Sir, I was away from home on 9th August last and your letter was
not sent to me. I did not find it when I came home. I had no idea
the improvements you refer to could amount to the large sum £88
3s. 0d. you mention, as I thought that certain out offices only were
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required. In this poor parish it would be impossible, I fear, to make
up onethird of that sum. I have had, myself, to pay out of my own
pocket everything for the repairs of the schools, with the exception
of a few journals. I have been very unwell for the last three months
and am still unable to transact much business and I will ask you
kindly to let this matter lie over until I am stronger.

The latrines were built about this time and the Manager
was asked to have the door which at present communicates
between the Boys’ School and teacher’s residence closed up. This
was done in 1897.
The teacher’s residence had by this time fallen into
disrepair and in June 1901, Rev. Thomas Mulkern applied to the
Commissioners for a grant to have it restored to a habitable
condition. The Board of Works was asked to report on it and in
November of that year it was declared unsuitable as a residence.
There is no record of any grant towards its repair since it was built
in 1835. It consisted of two downstairs rooms (14’ x 11’) the floors
of which were formed by broken flags and earth and were nine
inches below the level of the ground outside. A loft was approached
by a ladder from the kitchen. The premises would require general
repairs throughout, including the replastering of the walls and the
provision of new floors, window frames and sashes. Subsequently
the Manager was informed that no grant would be made available
for repairs but an application for a new residence on a new site
would be considered. There is no record of any repairs having been
carried out on the residence at this time.
The condition of the school buildings seems to have been
quite poor at this time also as in 1902 the Manager’s attention was
directed to the need for a clock and to the need for repairs and
limewashing and later that year he was requested to have
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inscriptions suitably placed in the case of the Male and Female
schools.
The teachers too were continuing to incur the wrath of the
inspectors on a number of occasions. The records show that in June
1895, Mr. Parker was reprimanded. In December 1896 he was
admonished and cautioned for his failure to have the fire lighted on
15th February 1899. Mary Naughton, in the Girls' School, was
having difficulty with the inspectors also and was admonished for
‘failing to complete record of attendance at proper time’ in August
1896. At the same time it is recorded that ‘no credit should have
been taken for attendance made by pupils on 18th June - secular
instruction not having been given - day occupied by religious
exams’. Despite those little hiccups however, Mr. Parker’s teaching
was rated as ‘highly effective’ and Miss Naughton’s as ‘effective’ on
several occasions.
During those years, a number of Junior Assistant Mistresses
(J.A.M.S) worked in the school assisting the teachers. They were
untrained teachers who had some education. Records show that a
Miss Bridget Hayden left on 30th September 1910 and was replaced
by Miss Maggie Blehein. Miss Blehein had left by November of the
same year and was replaced by Miss Kathleen Hayden, age
seventeen. She was provisionally recognised as a Junior Assistant
Mistress, pending the Easter Exam of 1912.
Elizabeth Kelly (née Parker) and sister of Mr. Paddy Parker
was also employed as a Junior Assistant Mistress in the school
before 1910. She was married to Mr. Bernard J. Kelly of Killimor. It
was a nine mile journey to school for her, so she was often late or
absent. In September 1910, the Manager, Fr. Fallon, stated in
correspondence with the Commissioners that ‘Mrs. Kelly, Junior
Assistant Mistress, should be admonished or asked to resign as she
has put in no appearance since resumption of school.’
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Back Row: Mr. P.J. Parker N.T., School Principal; Tommy Murray, Crossconnell; Paddy Coleman & Tommy Coleman, Gorteenaveela; Joe Walshe, Newtown; Paddy
Burke, Abbeypark; Michael Callaghy, Crossconnell; Charles Molloy, Lakefield; Sylvester Curley, Carrowmore; Miss Cunniffe, Assistant Teacher.
Fourth Row: Pakie Goode, Crowsnest; Tommy Kelly, Ballymana; Tim Curley, Chapelpark; Tommy Curley, Ballagh; Francis Kelly, Atticoffey; Michael Costello,
Corrabaun; John Shiel, Gorteenaveela; John Curley, Ballagh; Tommy Kelly, Atticoffey.
Third Row: Paddy Butler, Carrowkeel; Willie Joe Kelly, Crossconnell; Mick Curley, Ballymana; Ned Colohan, Newtown; Paul Cahalan, Newtown; Thomas Molloy,
Lakefield; Ned Scott, Ballydavid; Tommy Scott, Kellysgrove; Thomas McKeigue, Sheepwalk; Johnny Shiel, Gorteenaveela.
Second Row: Martin McKeigue, Sheepwalk; Paddy Poland, Lismany; Mick Farrell, Newtown; Joe Costello, Corrabaun; Thomas Madden, Ardranny; Johnny Cormican,
Liskelly; Michael Quinn, Cappagh; Tommy Brock, Garryduff; Eddie Colohan (Ryan), Canal Bank; John Colohan, Chapel Park.
Front Row: Michael Brock, Garryduff; Maurice Parker & Francis Parker, Chapel Park; John Madden (Bob), Ardranney; Paddy Quinn, Cappagh; Pat Silke, Crowsnest;
Peter Shiel, Gorteenaveela; Paddy Farrell, Newtown.
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Mrs. Kelly’s sister, Margaret (Minnie) Parker was employed
as a Junior Assistant Mistress in Raheen N.S. where another sister,
Mrs M.P. Lawless (Molly) was Principal. Elizabeth’s husband,
Bernard Kelly, wrote to the commissioners on behalf of his wife
stating the difficulty she had in travelling to Clontuskert from
Killimor and that his wife wished to exchange positions with her
sister in Raheen. Fr. Fallon was agreeable to this but the Manager
of Raheen, who was parish priest of Eyrecourt, was reluctant. In
the end an agreement was arrived at and Margaret Parker came to
Clontuskert in October 1910 while her sister, Elizabeth Kelly, went
to Raheen.
Meanwhile, in the Girls' School, Junior Assistant Mistresses
were still coming and going. Kathleen Hayden left again in 1912
and was replaced the following year by Miss Kathleen McGreevy
who was replaced later in the same year by a Miss M. Curley.
Finally, when Miss Curley left and was replaced by Miss Nora
Bugler, some stability was restored. Miss Bugler, daughter of
Thomas and Bridget Bugler of Mountshannon, County Clare was
born on 18th September 1889. In 1914, at the age of twenty five, she
took up the position of Junior Assistant Mistress in the Girls'
School, Clontuskert.
A Miss Cunniffe worked as a Junior Assistant Mistress in the
Boys’ School circa 1910. Presumably, other mistresses and
monitors worked in the school but unfortunately no records exist
of their presence there. Mr. Frank Parker, son of Mr. Paddy Parker,
was a monitor in the School from 1920 to 1923.
In July 1911, Fr. Fallon applied to have Elementary Science
taught in the school. Mr. Parker had attended training at a course
run in Ballinasloe in 1904. His application for science apparatus was
approved but he was required to supply a press and a table. Several
letters enquiring whether those had been supplied were received
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by him over the next three years and he finally replied in 1914.
‘Neither press nor table have been provided. I have abandoned for
the present the idea of teaching science’.
Meanwhile an attempt was made in January 1910 to reopen the Protestant School in Glenloughaun. An Established
Church Education School had operated there previously but must
have been closed for some time as the building was in a poor state
of repair. An application was made to the Commissioners by Rev.
Oliver for a grant to reopen the school in January 1910. The
building was in one large room, the roof had been recently
repaired, the floor had been concreted and outside privies (toilets)
were to be erected. The patron of the school was Mr. William
Seymour Esq. Somerset. There were thirty-seven children of
school-going age, one of whom was attending Aughrim school and
three were pupils in Clontuskert school. There were five children
under three and three police pensioners with families were to take
up residence soon.
Fr. Fallon objected strenuously to the re–opening of this
school on the grounds that it would affect the numbers attending
his school, since one Established Church family would leave and
another family of mixed marriage would not attend. Ernie Walsh
and his three sisters had been attending school in Clontuskert.
It would appear that consideration was given to providing
transport from Glenloughaun to Ballinasloe as the following tender
for transporting children to Brackernagh was received from Mr.
Thomas Colohan, Ballinasloe. ‘Hire of brake and pair with driver
for 5 days per week, two trips each day, 3 miles out and 3 miles
back. 30 shillings, (£1 10s. 0d.) per week’.
Fr. Fallon continued to object strenuously to the granting
of aid to this school. Several letters of objection were received by
the Board of Education and the Inspectorate. His final one to the
inspector Mr. Kelly, on 26th March 1912 best sums up his anger at
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the proposed re–opening of the school.

Old School
Glenloughaun
2008

Dear Mr. Kelly,
In reply to your enquiry concerning the Glenloughane School I
wish to make my objections very briefly. They are,
1 The school is only two miles from my school at Clontuskert. 2
In point of population and numbers there is less reason to entertain
an application for this district than more populous townlands more
remote and deprived of the benefit sought for by the residents of
Glenloughane. 3 The opening of a national School at
Glenloughane will destroy the efficiency of my schools. It may
entail a lowering of the average and consequently the dismissal of
Junior Assistants  if not teachers. 4 If this school be sanctioned
I will undoubtedly demand from the Board privileges of a peculiar
character for districts in my parish where there is greater need of
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Fr. John Fallon P.P.

school accommodation than at Glenaloghane and consistently it
must be granted to me. 5 The opening of this school  which I
presume will be under Protestant Managership  will increasingly
lead to an estrangement between the Catholic residents and a
handful of Protestants and so sever the kind of feelings which at
present exist would be  to say the least  the greatest impudence. I
should not wish to be a party to such rashness, in view of the social
relations - shall the national Board become one?
These are my reasons may be summarily expressed. There is no
necessity for opening the school. There is no use dismissing teachers.
There is no use putting peaceful people at war.
I am, Dear Mr. Kelly
Faithfully Yours,
J.F. Fallon P.P.

Fr. Fallon’s protestations however were in vain as on the
9th May 1912, the record shows that ‘the Commissioners of
National Education have taken Glenloughane N.S. into connection
as an entirely exceptional case, and have granted aid to it in salary
and books although the average attendance is under 25 pupils.’
Miss Mary Hewson, who was born in Bessbrook County
Armagh on 16th March 1879, had been appointed to the position of
Principal on 24th April 1911 and was recognised by the
Commissioners in May the following year and a grant of £4 for
school requisites was made. By this time Rev. J. Griffin had
succeeded the original applicant, Rev. H. Oliver, as Manager. Mary
Hewson married Michael Cooke and remained as teacher until
11th August 1919 when she moved to Kildare. The average
attendance in the later years ranged from nine to fifteen.
Apparently no replacement teacher was found for her and on 15th
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January 1920 the new Manager, Rev. R. Shannon wrote to the
Commissioners as follows:
Dear Sir,
I am now Manager of Glenloughan School. It has been closed for
want of a teacher for a few months past. Will you please say can I
appoint a teacher at once. There are 18 to 20 children untaught
and the parents are very anxious the school should reopen without
delay. Also please say would the Board be satisfied if I put a loft
on the school so that the teacher could live in the upstairs part. The
schoolroom ceiling would be about 9ft from the floor and there
would be headroom enough down and upstairs. As this matter is
urgent I would press for an early reply.
Yours,
R. Shannon Rev.

An inspector visited the school and after finishing a report,
Rev. Shannon was informed on 6th February 1920 that ‘the school
may be reopened under a duly qualified teacher and the Board’s
local Inspector will be requested to report regarding the teacher’s
apartments’. However there must have been no success in getting
a qualified teacher because in May 1924 Rev. R. Shannon was
informed that the school had been struck off the list of National
Schools from 11th August 1919, as it ceased to be operative.
Meanwhile Clontuskert Boys’ and Clontuskert Girls'
School were amalgamated on 1st February 1920. Mr. Paddy Parker
was appointed Principal of the new Clontuskert Mixed National
School. Mary Naughton was appointed to the position of Privileged
Assistant. This meant that she would retain her salary as Principal
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but would be only an assistant to the Principal. It is remembered
locally that relations between them were not the same after that. In
fact, relations seemed to deteriorate dramatically between them, so
much so that Mr. Parker saw fit to write a letter of complaint to the
Minister of Education. An inspector sent to investigate the matter
reported that ‘the staff was made up of the Principal, Patrick
Parker, age 53, on a salary of £430 ( less 10%) highly efficient,
Privileged Assistant, Miss Mary Naughton, age 56, salary £330 (less
10%) efficient and Junior Assistant Mistress, Miss Nora Bugler –
efficient. No previous action as to un-harmonious relations
between these teachers.’
A copy of Mr. Parker’s letter was sent to the Manager, Fr.
Fallon, on the 12th January 1925. Apparently, the matter was
solved by the 25th January however, as Mr. Parker wrote to the
Chief Executive Officer in the Education Office as follows: ‘I am
now satisfied with the assistant’s promise that the matters of which
I complained will be remedied. I do not think therefore, there is any
need now for further investigation”.
Things seemed to run smoothly after that. An inspector’s
report shows that they shared the teaching duties. Miss Naughton
did not have Irish, so Mr. Parker taught the subject to all classes
except Infants. He also taught singing to all classes as well as all
subjects from the fourth to the seventh classes, while Miss
Naughton as well as teaching junior classes, taught oral English,
written English, History and Geography, to the senior classes.
The average on rolls had increased at this stage and in 1927
Miss Nora Bugler was appointed to the position of assistant teacher
on the understanding that should the average enrolment fall below
eighty-five, she would revert to the position of Junior Assistant
Mistress. However Nora Bugler left Clontuskert on 23rd March
1928, after fourteen years of service, and entered St. Catherine’s

296

13. Education in Clontuskert

02/09/2009

00:05

Page 297

Education in Clontusker t

Convent, Ballyshannon, County Donegal where her older sister,
Sr. Camin, was a nurse.
Meanwhile Miss Naughton, having reached the age of sixty
in 1927, was due to retire but was granted an extension until an
inspector recommended that she not be retained beyond 30th
September 1931. Miss Naughton informed the Department that she
intended to retire at the end of 1931.

Clontuskert N.S.
Pupils1923
(names
not available)

Miss Naughton retired the following year after forty-two
years service. When Nora Bugler left in 1928, a vacancy for an
assistant teacher arose and finally on 1st January 1929 the position
was offered to Miss Mary Gillan who had three years teaching
experience in the St. Louis Convent in Carrickmacross. However
she left after four days to take up a position in St. Vincent’s N.S.
Sligo.
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Back Row: Sadie O’Neill, May Pelly, Rose Parker, Kathleen Hobbins, May Campbell, Annie Curley (Ballagh), May Parker, Madge Ryan, Kathleen Quinn,
Maggie O’Neill, Agnes Kelly, Evie Madden, Margaret Colohan.
Fifth Row: Mr. P.J. Parker N.T., Paddy Kelly (Ohill), Bill Kelly, Josie Curley, Bob Madden,William Kelly (Ohill), May Kennedy, Kathleen Colohan,
Kathleen Kelly, Mary Coen.
Fourth Row: Annie Quinn, Bridie Kennedy, May Moylan, Kitty Broderick, Ena Moylan, Kitty Colohan, Gertie Kelly, Josie Colohan, Ann Curley (Bogpark),
Lizzie Lyons, Delia Colohan, Unknown, Mickie Broderick.
Third Row: Miss N. Bugler N.T., Brian Parker,Willie Moylan,Tessie Murray, May Murray, John Francis Colohan, Jimmy Colohan, Gus Kenny,
Michael Kennedy,Tom Seale, Larry Kelly (Ohill), Paddy Kelly (Crossconnell), Jack Darcy.
Second Row: Tom Farragher, Josie Farragher, Stephen Quinn, John Coen, Michael McDermott, Michael Kelly (Pollboy), Paddy Cunningham, Jack Colohan,
Andy O’Neill, Josie Kelly (Atticoffey), Paddy Colohan, Davy Darcy.
Front Row: Jimmy Curley, J. Maguire,Tommy Kennedy, John Paul Curley (Ballagh), Dick Seale, Eamon Colohan, Poppy Curley (Ballagh).
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Back Row: Anthony Butler, Sean Mullery,Thomas Silke, Padraig Shiel, Seamus Mc Dermott, Noel Henry, J.J. Henry, Mark Bleahen,Tony Curley, Frank Curley, Michael
Poland, Sean Keating.
Middle Row: Stevie Quinn, Leo Henry, Pat Quinn, Billy McKeigue, Joe Molloy, Pakie Callaghan, James Larkin, Brendan Larkin, Johnny McKeigue, Bernie Quinn, Rory
Henry, Martin Mc Keigue, Ignus Shiel, Ollie Curley, Oliver Touhy.
Front Row: Sean Kenny, Seamie Kelly, Pakie Mc Keigue, Johnny Hanney, Sean Kelly,Thomas Shiel, Bertie Cannon, Michael Curley, P.J.Silke, Michael Kearney, Anthony
Larkin, Martin Coleman.
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Fr. Fallon was successful in getting a replacement for Miss Gillan.
Miss Kathleen O’Byrne, who had attended Carysfort College from
1925 to 1927 and was teaching in Cross N.S. County Clare, took up
the position on 1st February 1929.
From the 1930s onwards, very few records are available in
the National Archives regarding the school, so it has been necessary
to rely on school records and living memory. Fortunately, Fr.
Fallon was a weekly visitor to the school and from 9th January 1934
he recorded his visits in the roll book and as well as recording the
fact that he gave religious instruction, he also noted closures and
the reasons for such closures. This practice was continued by his
successor Fr. O’Connor.
Repairs were carried out to the school in 1931 and to
facilitate this, the school was closed from 12th to 30th January and
from 21st August to 27th September. There was an outbreak of
measles in March the following year which resulted in the school
being closed for a week. In June the same year the school was
closed from June 24th to June 28th for the Eucharistic Congress.
When Miss Naughton retired in 1932, she was succeeded by
Miss Helena Halligan, a native of Carricknaughton, Athlone. Miss
Halligan later married Michael Coen of Chapelpark and lived there
with her family, until her death in 1991.
In his visit on 6th February 1934 Fr. Fallon noted that the
attendance was low due to whooping cough in the area and on
22nd March the following year he dismissed the children for a week
because of sickness prevailing in the district.
Mr. Parker retired in 1936 and so came to an end the
‘Parker Era’ that had served Clontuskert so well over the years
from 1866 to 1936. During that time, at least six members of the
family worked in the school – Michael, his wife Marie, their son PJ
(Paddy), their daughters Elizabeth and Margaret and grandson
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Frank who trained as a monitor. They lived in the teacher’s
residence and were very much part of the local community. On
retirement, the Parkers left Clontuskert and moved to Poolboy,
Ballinasloe.
Mr. Francis G. Henry, a native of Charlestown, County
Mayo succeeded Mr. Parker as Principal in 1937. By all accounts
Mr. Henry seems to have been a colourful character and was
reputed to have been a great teacher. His brother was a priest in
Ballinasloe at the time and this may have had some influence on his
coming to Clontuskert. When he came first he resided with
Michael Callaghan, Cornfield, in the house now owned by Mrs.
Frances Turley. Later, his wife who was a nurse, and his sons
Maurice and Noel joined him and at that stage they moved into the
teacher’s residence. When his family increased they moved back to
Callaghan’s in Cornfield which was vacant at the time.
In 1938 a new teacher was employed. Mr. Seamus Leydon,
a native of Kilkee County Clare took up the position and he stayed
in lodgings at Keatings in Abbeypark. It is not clear if Mr. Leydon
replaced another teacher. The school had qualified for a third
teacher in 1928 but may have lost this post subsequently as there is
no record of any other teacher replacing Miss Kathleen O’Byrne.
Glenloughaun School got its last mention in the records on
28th April 1945 when the District Court Clerk in Ballinasloe wrote
to the Department.
A chara,
An application has been received from Mr. Benjamin Sinclair,
Urrachree, Aughrim, Ballinasloe for a licence to hold a public
dance in Glenloughan National School, County Galway, on the
night of 10th May 1945 under the Public Dance Hall Act. 1935.
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The said application will be heard at Ballinasloe District Court on
7th May 1945. Patrick Hogan and Company, Solicitors, are
acting for the applicant.
Yours etc.

This started a search in the Department for the named
school and after an extensive hunt through its records, the
Department confirmed that this was the school which had ceased
to operate on 11th August 1919. Presumably the dance went ahead.

Clontuskert N.S. Boys 1947
Back Row: Noel Henry, Rory Henry, J.J. Henry, Seamus McDermott, Maurice Henry, Kieran Kennedy, P.J. Hession,
Frank Kelly, Mark Bleahen, Pakie Callaghan.
Middle Row: Joe Bleahen, James Larkin, Sean Mullery, John Larkin,Thomas Silke, Joe Molloy, Martin Shiel, Paddy
Larkin, Jay Kelly, Padraig Shiel.
Front Row: Brendan Larkin, Anthony Larkin, Ignus Shiel, Matthew Larkin, Stevie Hanney, Pat McKeigue, Johnny
McKeigue, John Moylan, Pakie McKeigue, Martin McKeigue, Billy McKeigue, Michael Curley, (unknown).
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Fr. Fallon continued his visits to the school and noted on
Friday 7th February 1941 that the weather for some weeks was
exceedingly severe – snow and heavy rains causing floods. The
school was closed because of an outbreak of measles from May
20th to June 8th 1941 and on his visit on 9th June Fr. Fallon noted
that many of the pupils are still recovering from the effects of the
outbreak. In June 1942 the school was closed for a month due to an
outbreak of scarletina. Interestingly, the school was closed on the
10th May 1943, the reason given in the roll book, ‘No attendance,
snow’.
Around this time, the residence which was now vacant was
refurbished and Fr. John Egan from Kilconnell moved into it. He
had come to Clontuskert to assist Fr. Fallon who was old and feeble
at this stage. Fr. Fallon’s last recorded visit to the school was on the
24th September 1945 when he noted in the roll book: ‘Visited 12 –
12:30, present 89, also visited by Fr. Egan, we both gave religious
instruction.’ An entry in the roll book for Friday 21st February 1947
records ‘Bás an tsagairt paróiste’. In March the same year there was
a tragedy in the locality when the gable end of a house near the
school fell, killing the owner, Patrick Madden. At this point Fr.
Egan moved to the now vacant priest’s house and made the
teacher’s residence available to the Madden family. Shortly
afterwards Mr. Henry moved back to the teacher’s residence with
his family and the Madden family moved out
By 1947 the numbers on roll had dropped and Mr. Leydon
had to leave. There is also a memory of a Mr. Kelly, a blonde-haired
young man from near the Railway Station in Ballinasloe, working
in the school. He may have been a substitute teacher. Fr. O’
Connor was now parish priest and Manager.
By 1953, Mr. Henry’s wife had moved to work in Dublin
and in April of that year he left with his family to join her. By that
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Back Row: Mrs. Helena Coen, N.T., Assistant Teacher; Frances and Mary Bleahen, Lakefield; Margaret Quinn, Somerset; Una Shiel, Loughturk; Rosie Quinn,
Somerset; Lily Hanney, (R.I.P.) Somerset; Maureen Dowd, Ardranny; Myra Coleman, (R.I.P.) Gorteenaveela; Maura Molloy, Lakefield; Lily Henry, Chapel Park.
Second Row: Mary Kelly, Drum; (Unknown); Katie Dowd, Ardranny; Mary Mullery, (R.I.P.), Kellysgrove; Rita McKeigue, Loughturk; Gabriel Kelly, Drum; Mary Mc
Keigue, Somerset; Eileen Mariner, Stream; Dora Silke, Crowsnest; Mary Callanan, Ganaveen; Bridie Dowd, Ardranny; Maura Kenny, (R.I.P.) Gortnahorna.
Front Row: Enda and Adeline Coen, Chapel Park; Mary Jo Callaghan, Somerset; Mary Hanney, Somerset; Mary Poland, Somerset; Teresa Mc Keigue, Loughturk;
Mary McKeigue, Somerset; Maura Silke, Crowsnest; Kathleen Poland, Somerset; Bridget Callaghan, (R.I.P.) Carrowkeel.
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Back Row: Martin Coleman, Gurteenaveela; Sean Kenny, Gortnahorna; Bob Curley, Ballymanagh; Pat Quinn, Somerset; Ollie and Frank Curley, Ballagh;
Pakie Dowd, Ardranny.
Third Row: Mary Jo Callaghan, Somerset; Statia Kelly, Drum; Kathleen Poland, Somerset; Maura Silke, Crowsnest; Teresa McKeigue, Loughturk;
Mary McKeigue, Somerset.
Second Row: Stevie Quinn, Somerset; Jackie Gilchrist, Gurteencahill; Michael Poland, (R.I.P.), Somerset; Tony Curley, Chapel Park; Sean Keating, Abbeypark;
Mikie Dowd, Ardranny; Seamus Kelly, Somerset.
Front Row: Eileen Curley, Chapel Park; Adeline Coen, Chapel Park; Eilish Kelly, Somerset; Judy McKeigue, Somerset; Maura Kenny, Gortnahorna;
Teresa Spain,Tristane.
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stage the numbers on roll had increased
again and the school once more
qualified for a third teacher. Ms. Kitty
Bleahen from Lakefield spent some
time teaching in the school, either as a
substitute for Mr. Henry, or while the
Manager was waiting to appoint a
qualified teacher.
In February 1953, Miss Eileen
Fenton from Dingle, County Kerry,
took up the position of assistant teacher
and from her recollections, Mr. Henry
was no longer teaching. Miss Bleahen
was in his place. A few weeks later Mr.
Tom Fenton, brother of Eileen, came
to replace Mr. Henry as Principal. Mr.
Fenton had been teaching in Drogheda
prior to coming to Clontuskert. He
stayed with the Forde family in
Somerset while the teacher’s residence,
which was by now in a bad state, was
being fixed up and made habitable. His
sister Eileen left for Dublin in
September 1954 and was replaced by
Mrs. Annie Madden from Ballinasloe
for a few months. Miss Maureen
Flaherty (now Mrs. Creaven) then took
up the position and remained until
1958.
Meanwhile, the Manager Fr.
O’Connor, had plans for a new school.

Miss Kitty
Bleahen

Miss Eileen
Fenton

Mr. Tom
Fenton N.T.
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Most of the parishioners wished to have the new school built in
Colohan’s field. This field, now owned by Tom Madden, is in the
angle where the road from the old school meets the Old Road. It
was a fine, dry site on an elevated position and ideal for a school
building. However, Fr. O’Connor insisted that it should be built
beside the Parochial House on parish land. As usual, the local
community had to come up with one third of the cost.
Miss Flaherty left in 1958 and was replaced by Miss Patricia
Maguire from Ballinasloe. Miss Maguire spent just one day in the
Old School in July 1958. By September of that year the New School
was ready to receive pupils. Mr. Fenton, Mrs. Coen and Miss
Maguire moved into a modern, three-classroom school on the 8th
September 1958. A new page was opened in the history of
education in the parish, and so St. Augustine’s N.S. was born.

Christmas
Concert,
Old School
1987

The old school at Chapelpark was now closed but the
residence was still occupied. At a later stage, the partitions dividing
the school into classrooms were taken down to create a parish hall.
New flooring was put in, a stage was erected and toilets were
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added. It became a home for the local youth club and several plays
were put on there in later years. It is now no longer in use and is
becoming derelict.
A report in the Irish Independent on Monday November 17th
1958 with the headline, ‘CLONFERT PARISH GETS £7,000
SCHOOL’, records the solemn blessing of the new school
A new £7,000 national school at Clontuskert , Ballinasloe, which
has accommodation for 120 boys and girls and replaces an old
premises erected nearly 100 years ago, was solemnly blessed by the
Bishop of Clonfert, Most Rev. Dr. Philbin.

Fr. O’Connor
with Mrs. Coen,
Mr. Fenton and
Miss Patty
Maguire

His Lordship, who earlier attended Mass celebrated by Rev. H.
O’Flynn, St. Joseph’s College, Ballinasloe, in Clontuskert Parish
Church, was assisted by Very Rev. M O’Connor, P.P., Very Rev. L.
Page, President, St. Joseph’s College, and Rev. H. O’Flynn.
Addressing the children and parishioners, Most Rev. Dr. Philbin
thanked the Department of Education which had helped
financially in the work, the contractor, and the people themselves
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who he said, deserved a special commendation for their help. He
also paid tribute to Very Rev. Father O’Connor, P.P. It was a
grand thing said His Lordship, to see such a fine team of young
people assembled there and able to enjoy the advantages of the fine
new establishment with all its amenities, and able also to enjoy the
splendid education he knew they were getting – an education that
ranged very widely and was ultimately founded on the Christian
Faith.

Also present at the ceremony were the contractor, Mr. P.
Kelly Ballinasloe, Mr. A. Healy, Galway, representing the Board of
Works and Mr. C. Boland, School Inspector Athlone, representing
the Department of Education.

Fr. O’Connor,
Fr. Page, Bishop
Philbin and
Fr. Hugh Flynn
outside New
School 1958

Miss Maguire left in 1967 and took up a position in Creagh
N.S. Ballinasloe where Mr. Fenton’s brother Andrew (Bob) was
Principal. She was replaced by Mrs. Ita O’Connor from
Brackernagh, Ballinasloe. Mrs. O’Connor was also from Dingle,
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(Above)
Parishioners after
church ceremony
for New School

Opening Day at
the New School
1957

County Kerry. She stayed until 1969 when she left to take up a
position in Cappataggle N.S. and was replaced by Miss Máire
Donoghue from Inishere in the Aran Islands. She later married Mr.
Larry Kelly and now lives in Athlone.
In 1970 the School Free Transport Scheme came to
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St. Augustine’s
New School
1958

(Below)
Mrs. Frances
Turley
(Bottom)
Mrs. Máire
Donoghue

Clontuskert. Under the terms of the transport
scheme, pupils who were living more than two
miles from the school would qualify for transport.
While this was a great benefit to school-going
children and their families, it had a negative impact
on the enrolment, as pupils could only qualify for
transport to their nearest school. This meant that
large areas of the parish, especially on the
Lawrencetown side, were lost to the school
catchment area and soon the enrolment began to
fall. Mrs. Frances Turley provided the transport
from the beginning and is still doing so thirty-nine
years later. A number of pupils from the Ballinasloe
direction were transported by Mr. John Hanrahan
and later by his son Paul.
Máire Donoghue, now Mrs Kelly, left
Clontuskert in 1975 to be replaced by Mrs Bríd
Moore from Kellysgrove. Mrs. Moore (née Kelly), a
native of Dysart, had been teaching in Kilcullen,
County Kildare.
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(Above)
Mrs. BrídMoore

(Right)
Mrs. Helena
Coen

(Right)
Mrs. Marion
Scott

That same year, Mrs. Helena Coen retired from teaching
after forty-three years of loyal service to Clontuskert. She had seen
many changes, had worked under three principals,
Mr. Parker, Mr. Henry and Mr. Fenton. She is
remembered as a dedicated teacher who was firm
but fair. Mrs. Coen was replaced by Miss Marion
Scott from Ardranny.
1975 brought a new era in the management
of the school. Up until
then the school had
been managed solely
by the local parish
priest. New Boards of
Management were established, with
the patron, the local Bishop, appointing
the Chairperson of the board. The first
Board meeting for St. Augustine’s N.S.
took place on the 20th October 1975.
However it seems that little was to
change as the only recorded decision of
the meeting was to allow Fr. Kelly to
finish his term of office as Manager.
Over the next nine years, there was
only one other recorded meeting - in
1982. Most of the business of the Board
was conducted in the sacristy after
Mass.
Pupil numbers continued to fall
over the next few years and by 1978 the
school lost a teaching post and Miss
Scott had to leave. She went to teach in
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Tynagh N.S. and later in Eyrecourt N.S. St. Augustine’s was back
to being a two-teacher school once more.
By this stage, the school was beginning to fall into disrepair.
There were problems with the sewerage system due to the site
being very low.The heating system was inadequate and in early
1984 some of the old storage heaters were replaced.
In 1984, Mr. Tom Fenton retired after thirty years service.
His contribution to education and the community was celebrated
at a retirement function held in Ballinasloe Golf Club later that
year. He continued to live in the teacher’s residence
until 1987 In his declining years, he lived with his
daughter Felicity and her husband Frank in their
home which is situated directly across from the Old
School where he worked for most of his teaching
life. He lived there until his death in February 2009.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
Mr. Fenton was replaced in September 1984
by Mr. Éamon Lally from Athenry. He had been
teaching for some years in the Boys’ School in
Ballinasloe. A Parents’ Association under the
chairmanship of Joe Molloy was established later
that year and efforts were made to refurbish the school. The Board
of Works sanctioned repairs in 1985. Windows were replaced, new
lighting was installed and the floors were sealed. The work was
carried out by McKeon Builders, Ballinasloe. The total cost was
£19,726.66, made up of a department grant of £11,750, and a
contribution from the Sportsfield committee of £2,000, which left
£4,979.61 to be raised by the community. Later in the year the
school acquired a telephone and its first piece of modern teaching
equipment, a slide projector, which cost £100.
The numbers on roll began to increase and in 1985, Miss
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Catherine Moore was appointed as a third teacher. Miss Moore was
from Ballinasloe but her mother, Mary Larkin, hailed form
Tristaun.

School Tour to
Westport House
1984

There have been many changes in the intervening years. Fr.
Pascal Donohoe, Fr. Pat Conroy and Fr. Sean Egan served as
Chairpersons of the Board before Fr. Michael Finneran took over in
1993.
Bernadette Spellman, Delia Burke, Eimíl Scott, Catherine
Stones, Sean Lyons, Catherine O’Brien, Colette Finneran, Siofra
Carroll, Nicola Burke, Fionnuala Colohan and Joe O’Riordan have
taught or are still teaching in the school. Eamon Lally retired in
2006 and was succeeded as Principal by Kathleen Campbell.
There were great celebrations in November 1999 when a
new extension to the school was officially opened by Mr. Michéal
Martin TD, Minister for Education, and was blessed by Most Rev.
John Kirby, Bishop of Clonfert.
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Bishop Kirby,
Breda Conneely,
Paddy Murphy
Minister Martin
T.D., Fr. Michael
Finneran
P.P., Eamon Lally,
Brid Moore,
Sean Kelly and
Noel Treacy T.D.

The number of teachers had increased to four. Mary
Callaghan was employed as secretary and Breda Gilchrist worked
for some years as a Special Needs Assistant. The school also had the
benefit of Resource and Learning Support teachers based in
adjoining schools.
In 2004 Mrs. Bríd Moore retired after twenty-nine years
service in the school. She was an excellent teacher, considerate and
kind to her pupils. Her past pupils remember her classroom as a
place of learning where they were treated warmly and with respect
at all times.
Eamon Lally retired as Principal of Clontuskert National
School in 2006. For twenty-two years, he gave outstanding service
to the school and to the parish. As soon as he had settled into the
job, he directed his attention to improving the fabric of the school
building.
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Mr. Lally proved to be a forward-looking and hardworking
Principal. Numbers seeking admission to the school increased, with
the result that an extra teacher was appointed. Soon afterwards a
successful application for additional classrooms was made to the
Department of Education. The Minister for Education, Michael
Martin, opened the newly extended and refurbished building in
November 1999.
Academic achievement was not the only highlight of Mr.
Lally’s career. His enthusiasm for sport quickly bore fruit with
successes for the school teams in hurling, football and rounders.
The environment was not forgotten and the school achieved the
coveted Green Flag status.
There were many well-deserved tributes to Mr. Lally when
he retired and he can look back with satisfaction over his successful
career as Principal of Clontuskert National school.

Three Principals:
Mr. Eamon Lally
N.T., Mr.Tom
Fenton N.T.
and Mrs. Kathleen
Campbell N.T.
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